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Joya no Kane 

New Year’s Eve in Japan is known as ōmisoka. 

In the last moments of December 31, temple bells ring out across 
the nation to signal the end of one year and the start of the next. 

At each temple, the bells sound 108 times in a Buddhist ritual 
called joya no kane that represents the cleansing of 108 worldly 

passions. 

The very last ring comes in the New Year, accompanied by a wish 
that those who listen will not be plagued by their passions in the 

year ahead. 

Attrib. www.nippon.com
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